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Project Goal: 
 Enhance interest towards computing for middle and high school girls of  

predominantly Hispanic heritage 

Project Philosophy: 
The project aims at engaging the educational communities in Southern New 
Mexico with a series of interventions aimed at gaining interest of women 
towards studies and careers in computing. The interventions target a wide 
spectrum of components, from high school and college curricula, to 
institutional programs, to individual perception of the computing discipline. 
The project builds on two key components – the introduction of computing in 
context, where computational thinking is exposed as a solution in areas of 
popular and social interest (e.g., biomedicine, assistive technologies), and 
the establishment of linked student communities across the educational 
pipeline. 

Main Project Activities: 
 Gaining early interest: road shows, student clubs, and competitions 
 Enhancing preparation: 

o teacher training programs and curricula development 

o summer educational programs 
 Developing support infrastructures 

o mentoring (almost-peer and non) 
o linked student organizations 

 College entrance support  
o Preparatory classes; mentoring; financial support 

 Pipeline coordination: 
o Presence across all stages, from middle school to college 

Recent Activies: 
 2009 Summer Camps (27 students; introduced a new mini-camp for 

middle-school women) 

 Preliminary entrance support (5 students, Fall 2009) 

 Academic-long role model program (7 meetings in 2008-2009) 

 Support in BotBall competition (2010) 
 Road shows and Teacher training workshops (February 2010) 

 

 

 


